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 Comacchio Lagoons  and Valle Zavelea

Programme n. 1: Comacchio Lagoons (Departures at 10.00 AM; 02.30 PM)

Excursion from 10.00 AM to 01.30 PM

10.30 AM
Arrival at Valle Zevelea, birdwatching from the watch tower

11.30 AM
Arrival at Foce, walk through Comacchio Lagoons 

01.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach 

Excursion from 02.30 PM – 05.30 PM

03.00 PM
Arrival at Valle Zevalea, birdwatching from the watch tower

04.00 PM
Arrival at Foce, walk through Comacchio Lagoons
05.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach

Site description:

This is one of the biggest lagoon systems in Italy, stretching for over 11,000 ha. from Comacchio and the River Reno. Several canals connect the lagoons to the sea. The area used to host large saltworks, whose basins have developed into outstanding birdwatching sites. The total surface covers the Saltworks of Comacchio, the lagoons of Fossa di Porto (including Valle Zavelea), Lido di Magnavacca, Fattibello, Campo and the Peninsula of Boscoforte, an extremely suggestive sand strip, stretching for over 6 km from the bank of the River Reno between Fossa di Porto and Lido di Magnavacca, covering the ancient Etruscan dunes. (VI century b.C.). Today’s lagoon of Comacchio is the remnant of a much larger lagoon system, which was at the largest in the 16th century, when it covered about 50,000 ha. Land reclamation, started in the first half of the 19th century and completed in the 1960’s, transformed the landscape to its current shape. 

Most of the lagoons are flooded throughout the year and vegetation is sparse. Some areas – as Valle di Campo – consist in flooded meadows. Prevailing plants are Puccinellia, Salicornia, reeds.
The lagoons are internationally known, as they host many water bird species, above all large colonies of larids and terns nesting on the internal shoals: Common Tern, Little Tern, Sandwich Tern, Mediterranean Gull, Gull-billed Tern, Black-headed Gull, Herring Gull, Lesser-crested Tern, Slender-billed Gull, Spoonbill. The shoal Tre Motte is the only place in Italy where Spoonbills settle regularly (about 20 couples). In the 1990’s Pink Flamingos came back to the region. Other nesting birds are Avocets, Redshanks, Kentish Plovers, Black-winged Stilts, Great White Egrets and some duck species, such as Shovelers, Shelducks, Gadwalls and Pochards. A much sought resting place during migrations, the Lagoon of Comacchio hosts Coots, Mallards, Golden Eyes, Widgeons and Ferruginous Ducks. 

Duration of the excursion:

about 2 hours

Guided Tour:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area.

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 12 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato and turn right after a few km, following the sign to the Museo delle Valli di Comacchio. The road runs across reclaimed land. You will reach the parking lot, where the excursion starts.
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